Enterohepatic circulation of cobalamin in the nonhuman primate.
Biliary excretion of cobalamin was studied in baboons after intravenous injection of 57Co-radiolabeled cyanocobalamin. Radioactivity appeared in bile after 20 min, and up to 4.4% of the dose was recovered in 6 h. It was estimated that 4 microgram cobalamin traverses the baboon biliary tract each day. These studies in the nonhuman primate confirm that there is considerable biliary excretion of cobalamin and that enterohepatic circulation of the vitamin is important for maintenance of normal cobalamin balance.